Subjects responded to a set of self-descnptive bipolar adjectives in either a dichotomous format or a 7-point bipolar rating scale format. In addition, each subject answered a measure of social desirability responding rate The responses of over 400 subjects in each format were factor analyzed, followed by a varimax rotation The factor structure for the formats were strikingly similar and closely reflected the traits represented by the adjectives. Social desirability was found to be of minimal influence for either format. However, the factors derived from the multipoint format were slightly clearer and accounted for more variance. In addition, trait measures produced by the sum of four adjective scales from a common content dimension were more internally consistent using the multipoint format.
A current topic within the measurement of personality is the extent to which the method used to measure a construct introduces variance that can either mask or change the relationships existing between measures of that construct and others. Fiske ( 1973, 1976) (1973) . In one reanalysis Huba and Hamilton (1976) reported considerable similarity in the matrices, while in another involving only the PRF 5cales and peer ratings, Re7movic and Rermovic (1980) concluded that the underlying structure ot the two matnces were not the same.
The methods compared by Fiske ( 1973 Fiske ( , 1976 Rezmovic and Rezmovic (1980) The current study compared a dichotomous response format with a 7-point rating scale using the same bipolar options. Self-descriptive adjectives were selected as the stimuli because they were most applicable to the two formats and had previously been used in Kockars et al. (1981) .
Expanded response alternatives have been shown by Velicer and Stevenson ( 1978) Peabody's (1967) fouradjective sets of trait terms which had previously been shown to closely define individual factors (Klockars et al., 1981) 
